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Refusal to Allow 
Questioning Hit 

By Mary Russell 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

The House voted yesterday to 
cut off $56 million in Food for 
Peace aid to South Korea in retalia- . 
tion for the Seoul government’s re- 
fusal to allow questioning of a 
former ambassador to the United 
States suspected of making pay- 
offs to House members. 

The 273-to-125 vote came on an 
$18 billion agriculture appropriations 
bill that the House later approved 
by a vote of 326 to 59. 

Majority Leader Jim Wright (D- 
Tex.) offered the amendment to cut 
off the funds, saying the action was 
necessary because a “question of hon- 
or is involved. A cloud of suspicion 
hangs over the House of Representa- 
tives and that cloud must be dispell- 
ed.” 

A spokesman for the Korean em- 
bassy called the action “regrettable,” 
particularly because “it ignores the 
cooperation that the Republic of 
Korea already has extended” to the 
investigation of alleged influence- 
buying. “We wish to make clear once 
again that the position of my govern- 
ment to render its cooperation con- 
sistent with international law and 
practice remains unchanged,” the 
spokesman, Su-doc Kim, said. 

Former Korean ambassador Kim 
Dong Jo is alleged to have given 
money to as many as 10 members of 
the House, according to Leon Jawor- 
ski, the special counsel of the House 
Committee on Standards of Official 
Conduct. 

For House members to take money 
from officials of a foreign government 
is a crime. 

Efforts by Jaworski to get Kim to 
testify have failed up to now. Jawor- 
ski informed House Speaker Thomas - 
P (Tip) O’Neill Jr. (D-Mass.) by letter 
Tuesday that he had even agreed to 
back off from his demand for sworn 
testimony and. allow Kim to answer 
written questions, provided the com- ' 
mittee could be assured that the an- 
swers were “forthright” hut that the 
Koreans had refused that offer. 

Wright said yesterday “there was no 
alternative” but for the House to back 
up a resolution it passed May 31 
threatening to cut off aid if there was 
no cooperation by the Korean govern- 
ment. 

But Wright made it clear that the 
Democratic leadership was not consid- 
ering any cutoff of $277 million in di- 
rect military aid the United States 
gives Korea. “We’re not aboutto cut 
off our nose to spi&ppnO'fr©!d.F&P I 
said. 
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He said another aid cutoff might be 
added to the foreign aid appropria- 
tions bill when it comes to the floor in 
a couple of weeks, but Rep. Paul Find- 
ley (R-lil.) said the only money for Ko- 
rea in that bill was to fund the activi- 
ties of the Peace Corps in Korea. 

Minority leader John Rhodes (R- 
Ariz.) said he supported the aid cutoff 
but was “appalled” that Jaworski ap- 
peared to have “given away the ball 
game” by backing down on his de- 
mands for sworn testimony and set- 
tling for answers to written questions 
instead. “I’m not sure he hasn’t already 


given away the possibility of getting 
any meaningful testimony from Kim 
Dong Jo," Rhodes said. 

Opponents of the aid cutoff called it 
a “hollow gesture” that would hurt 
the people of Korea but not its gov- 
ernment and hurt U.S. farmers who 
sell their products to foreign coun- 
tries through the Food for Peace pro- 
gram, a program that extends 30-year 
and 40-year loans to countries so they 
can buy U.S. grains and agricultural 
products. 

Ironically, it was , commissions on 
sales of rice to Korea— partly in com- 
mercial transactions, but partly 
through Food for Peace — arranged by 
Korean businessman Tongsun Park 
that led to the Korean influence-buy- 
ing scandals Congress is still trying to 
resolve. 

Rep. C. W. (BUI) Young (R.-Fla.) ar- 
gued that when other aid restrictions 
have come up, the Democratic leader- 
ship has pleaded that “the poorest of 
the poor should not be punished for 
the transgressions of their leaders.” 

Rep. Neal Smith (D-Iowa) called the 
Food for Peace aid the “weakest possi- 
ble tool” the leadership could use, and 
said Korea could easily buy the food 
from other countries anxious to sell 
surplus crops. 

Rep. B. F. Sisk (D-Calif.) noted reve- 
lations that the Central Intelligence 
Agency and government officials had 
given money to friendly legislators in 
the Italian parliament. “If Italy de- 
cided to hold hearings on the Ameri- 
can money and they decided to subpo- 
nea our ambassador and the heaa of 
the CIA, I don’t think there is any 
question but that we would raise up 
in holy horror at such a request.” 

« ep - Andrew Jacobs (D-Ind.) said, 
There s a question as to whether a 
dictator cares if we cut off aid to his 
people so long as we send him guns to 
keep them in line.” 

But Rep. Jim Johnson (R-Colo.) said 
Korea could not be a friendly govern- 
ment when it bribed offficials and 
adopted practices designed to subvert 
the U.S. Government _ _ 


In other action, the House refused - 
to cut $290 million from the food 
stamp program by a 204-to-191 vote. 
Rep. John Rousselot (R-Calif.) said a 
government report showed $500 mil- 
lion out of the $5 billion food stamp 
program was wasted annually. But 
Rep. Fred Richmond (D-N.Y.) said that 
new regulations to cut down on food 
stamp abuse were to take effect Oct. 1 
and that the House should give them 
a chance to work. 

The House also refused by a 201-to- 
189 vote to cut by 2 percent the non- 
mandated money in the bill. 

Meanwhile, a foreign aid appropria- 
tions bill, in deep trouble in the 
House, has been pulled off the sched- 
ule for the House floor until after the 
July 4th recess, to give the Demo- 
cratic leadership time to try to round 
up votes to pass it. 


Moon’s Unification Church 
Suing Over House Inquiry 

United Press International 

The Rev. Sun Myung Moon’s Unifi- 
cation Church, accusing a House sub- 
committee chairman of a “grandstand 
play” to boost a Senate bid, filed a $30 
million lawsuit yesterday against Rep. 
Donald Fraser (D-Minn.), head of a; 

panel probing Korean Central Intelli- 
gence Agency activities in the United 
States. 

The suit charged Fraser and two in- 
vestigators engaged in a “conspiracy 
to violate and deprive the Unification 
Church and me of our constitutional 
rights,” said Col. Bo Hi Pak, Moon’s 
special assistant. 

The church charged two subcommit- 
tee investigators entered and 
searched the church’s Washington of- 
fice posing as arcnitects and that Fra- 
ser “awarded $2,000 consulting con- 
tracts to four witnesses who had given 
testimony detrimental to South Korea 
or the Unification Church.” 

Fraser denounced the suit as an- 
other of the Unification Church’s al- 
leged efforts “to discredit me and 
the investigation” into Korean in- 
telligence operations in the United 
States. The investigation will con- 
tinue, Fraser said. 

The suit in if.S. District Court seeks 
$30 million in compensatory damages 
and an injunction forbidding the 
three “from engaging in or conspiring 
... to violate” the church’s constitu- 
tional rights. 

The suit named as defendants Fra- 
ser and two subcommittee investiga- 
tors, Edwin Gragert and Martin 
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